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Vocational training in France 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) in France, known as "la voie professionnelle," is 
designed to equip students with practical skills and knowledge tailored to specific trades 
and professions. This pathway is integral to the French education system, offering diverse 
programs that blend academic learning with hands-on experience. 

Structure of Vocational Education 

French vocational education primarily takes place in vocational high schools, or "lycées 
professionnels." Students typically enter this pathway after completing lower secondary 
education (collège) and can pursue various qualifications: 

• Certificat d'Aptitude Professionnelle (CAP): A two-year program focusing on 
fundamental skills for a specific trade. 

• Baccalauréat Professionnel (Bac Pro): A three-year program providing in-depth 
vocational training and general education, enabling graduates to enter the 
workforce or pursue higher education. 

These programs combine classroom instruction with practical training, including 
internships and apprenticeships, to ensure students gain real-world experience. 

SDGs in the French school curricula 

Since 2004, Education for Sustainable Development (EDD) has been gradually 
incorporated into French school curricula. The goal is to equip students with the 
knowledge and skills necessary to understand environmental, social, and economic 
sustainability issues. This interdisciplinary approach is implemented at all educational 
levels, from primary school to high school, using diverse teaching methods, including 
project-based learning and partnerships with local stakeholders. In 2019-2020, the 
Ministery of Education and Youth introduced eco-delegate students in classrooms and 
launched initiatives like Climate Weeks to raise awareness about climate change. The 
General Directorate for School Education oversees sustainability education, with a 
national coordinator and regional networks supporting implementation. The Ministry also 
created the E3D eco-label, promoting a whole-school approach to sustainability. By 
2023, 10 000 schools received the label, with a goal to extend it to all 60 000 French 
schools by 2030. 



 

 

 

Challenges integrating the SDGs into vocational 
education 
Integrating the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into vocational education in 
France faces several challenges. Teachers often lack specific training and resources to 
incorporate sustainability into technical courses. Traditional sectors, such as 
construction and manufacturing, may resist change due to cost concerns or well-
established practices. Not all businesses prioritize sustainability, which limits training 
opportunities. Vocational students may struggle to see the relevance of SDGs to their 
careers, requiring innovative teaching methods to engage them. Keeping curricula up to 
date with rapidly evolving sustainable technologies also requires continuous 
collaboration between schools, businesses, and policymakers. France is addressing 
these obstacles through initiatives like the EDD 2030 program, which supports 
sustainability projects in schools. The Ministry of National Education emphasizes 
strengthening partnerships to ensure SDG-aligned training. It needs enhanced teacher 
training, updating curricula, and working closely with industries to prepare a new 
generation of skilled professionals committed to sustainable development. 
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