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THE INTEGRATION OF THE SDGs INTO SPANISH VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
 

▪ OVERVIEW 
 

  The integration of the SDGs into vocational education and training in Spain, Greece, France, and 
Bulgaria is supported by various projects and legislative frameworks aimed at modernizing 
vocational training. Each country is working to improve educational practices that promote 
sustainability, with a particular focus on practical skills, teacher training, and the development 
of curricula aligned with the global sustainability agenda. These efforts are crucial to fostering 
a workforce prepared to address the challenges posed by climate change and social inequality. 

 
Below is a brief review of the current status of SDG integration in Spanish vocational training: 
 
o  Framework : Spain has enacted significant reforms to improve VET, including the 2022 

Vocational Training Law, which emphasizes the modernization and integration of digitali-zation, 
innovation, and entrepreneurship into vocational education. 

o  Initiatives : The Government has allocated substantial funding (over €273 million) to promote 
vocational education, focusing on creating an ecosystem that supports human capital 
development and skills recognition. 

 
The integration of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into Spanish Vocational Training 

(VT) has gained relevance in recent years, aligning itself with the United Nations 2030 Agenda. 
This agenda highlights education as an essential tool for promoting sustainable development, 
emphasizing the need for inclusive and equitable education that fosters lifelong learning 
opportunities for all. 

 
In Spain, the Ministry of Education and Vocational Training has developed initiatives to 

incorporate education for sustainable development into vocational training curricula. For 
example, specific training programs have been designed, such as the "2030 Agenda Training 
Program," which aims to help students understand what the 2030 Agenda is, what it represents, 
and its current status of implementation. 

 
In addition, training courses focused on key areas of sustainability have been implemented. A 

notable example is the advanced training program "Higher Technician in Training for Safe and 
Sustainable Mobility," offered in a dual format, which trains students as driving instructors, 
emphasizing the importance of sustainable mobility. 

We can also currently find transversal Sustainability content in VET in Spain, where in the Module 



 

 

“Personal itinerary for employability” we have Learning Outcome 3: “ Put into practice the 
entrepreneurial skills necessary for the development of innovation and applied research 
processes that promote the modernization of the productive sector towards a sustainable 
model.” 

 
There are also initiatives from the private sector, such as the CaixaBank Dualiza Foundation, 

aimed at facilitating the sustainable transition in vocational training. CaixaBank Dualiza 
developed a 20-hour MOOC course aimed at vocational training teachers seeking to integrate 
and promote sustainability into their educational curriculum, with a special focus on the new 
module "Sustainability Applied to the Production System ." 

 
These initiatives demonstrate a continued effort to integrate the SDGs into Spanish vocational 

training, preparing students to face global challenges and actively contribute to sustainable 
development. 

 
The integration of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into Spanish Vocational Education 

and Training (VET) continues to advance, with various initiatives and projects that seek to 
prepare students to face global challenges. Below are some of the most recent initiatives: 

 
INITIATIVES AND PROJECTS 
 

The Integration of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into Spanish Vocational 
Training Continues to Advance. Through various initiatives and projects, Spain aims to prepare 
students to face global challenges. Below are some of the most recent actions: 

 

➢ Innovation Projects in Vocational Training 
 

Spain stands out as a country that takes sustainability and the SDGs seriously in vocational 
training. Therefore, we have several relevant projects we'd like to mention: 
 
- "HackaRetODS“ Competition is an in-person social entrepreneurship competition for 
vocational training students, sponsored by CaixaBank Dualiza and FP Innovación. Its goal is to 
foster innovation and commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
- "Sustainability in Vocational Training" project by the Sustainable Life Foundation. The 
project aims to highlight experiences implemented in Vocational Training learning spaces that 
train professionals in good environmental practices, as well as to offer support for initiatives 
that contribute to acquiring sustainability skills. 
- "Visible Vocational Training, Quality Vocational Training" project . The project focuses on 
the creation of audiovisual content shared on channels created to raise awareness of 
Vocational Training and the quality of its teaching. One of the project's activities is an inter-
center short film competition with themes related to the Sustainable Development Goals. 



 

 

 
- ' Smart dumpster' project : From the Salesian School of Our Lady of Pilar in Zaragoza and 
selected in the 5th Call for Dualiza Aid CaixaBank Dualiza FPEmpresa; the project proposes 
automating the deployment and collection of a series of smart containers in the center's yard 
using an AGV robot, facilitating the collection and recycling of the waste generated. This aims 
to highlight the role played by education and lifelong learning for all as key drivers of sustainable 
development, aiming to improve people's lives and achieve the SDGs defined by the UNGA for 
the 2030 Agenda. 
 
- "Eco Urban Garden ” Project : Developed by the At the Montecelo Community School 
(CiFP) (Pontevedra), the project focuses on the installation of vertical gardens in bus shelters. 
These gardens not only beautify the urban environment but also act as natural thermal and 
acoustic insulation systems, improving air quality by absorbing CO2 and promoting local 
biodiversity. It has counted on the participation of Basic Vocational Training students from the 
Transport and Vehicle Maintenance professional family and the project was selected in the VI 
Call for Dualiza Aid from FPEmpresa and CaixaBank Dualiza . 
 
- “Passive House” Project : The IES Alarnes (Getafe) centers, together with the IES 
Miralbueno (Zaragoza) and the project's lead center, IES Andrés Laguna (Segovia), developed 
the project "Building Vocational Training Professionals: Passive House in Rural Areas," a project 
that was selected in the 6th Dualiza Grant Call from CaixaBank Dualiza and FPEmpresa. The 
project focused on training students from the Vocational Training Program in Building and Civil 
Engineering and Wood and Metal Structures in a construction system called "Passive House," 
i.e., they learned alternative construction methods that allow for low-energy consumption 
inside homes. 
 
- FP Innovation Project , a project born from the teaching base that structures a learning 
ecosystem capable of bringing the SDGs to workshops, collaborating companies, and local 
communities. The purpose of FP Innovación is to be "the benchmark for educational innovation 
for vocational training students and teachers," offering training, immersive experiences, 
mentoring, and technology with support from the Ministry of Education and other public and 
private entities in Spain and abroad. 
 

➢ Integration of Sustainability and Social Responsibility 
 

ALIAD, a specialized consultancy, has emphasized the importance of incorporating 
sustainability and social responsibility into vocational training. This integration is essential for 
students to understand the challenges of today’s labor market and to prepare them to 
effectively contribute to sustainable development in their future professions. 

 



 

 

➢ Environmental Education for Sustainability Action Plan (PAEAS) 
 
The Ministry of Education and Vocational Training has developed the PAEAS (Environmental 
Education for Sustainability) program, which defines the strategic guidelines for Environmental 
Education for Sustainability in the Spanish education system, including vocational training. 
This plan seeks to promote an education that fosters respect for the environment and the 
adoption of sustainable practices at all educational levels. The plan was finalized in 2025, and 
according to its evaluation document , its impact on vocational training resulted in the updating 
of all vocational training families that reflect sustainability and environmental criteria. The 
online course "Education for Sustainability in the Classroom" was developed for the remaining 
educational stages (primary, secondary, etc.). This program includes documents that compile 
environmental education guidelines from all types of educational centers and a platform for 
learning about other educational centers in Spain with which to create sustainability initiatives. 
 

➢ Innovation and SDG Award for Educational Centers 
 
The Organization of Ibero-American States (OEI), in collaboration with the Spanish Ministry of 
Education, has launched the second edition of the "Innovation and SDGs in Educational 
Centers Award." This award recognizes the most innovative educational projects related to the 
SDGs in 22 Ibero-American countries, incentivizing vocational training centers to develop 
initiatives that contribute to sustainable development. 
These actions reflect the commitment of educational institutions and organizations in Spain to 
integrating the SDGs into vocational training, preparing students to be active agents in building 
a more sustainable future. 
 
Finally, we name four private initiatives to reward vocational training centers' involvement in 
the SDGs: 
 
- CaixaBank Dualiza Call for Proposals: Annual call for proposals from the CaixaBank 
Dualiza Foundation, aimed at Spanish vocational training centers. Regardless of the chosen 
option, all projects must take into account the current social, economic, ¬and environmental 
challenges posed by globalization, demonstrating in the most concrete way possible their 
impact on one of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda. 
https://www.caixabankdualiza.es/convocatoria-de-ayudas/convocatoria-de-ayudas-dualiza/ 
 
- Service-Learning Awards: The Spanish Service-Learning Network and the NGO Educo, 
in collaboration with the Ministry of Education, Vocational Training and Sports, are promoting 
the Service-Learning Awards , aimed at Early Childhood, Primary, Secondary, Baccalaureate 
and Vocational and Occupational Training centres, as well as social entities that are developing 
service-learning practices. 
These annual awards recognize practices that combine educational success with social 

https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/ceneam/plan-accion-educacion-ambiental.html


 

 

commitment. Children, youth, and adults engage in actions aimed at improving their 
environment while strengthening knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values: they learn by serving 
the community. The different categories are related to the SDGs. 
 
- ETSE Goals International Award. Organized annually by the Andalusian Association of 
Social Economy Teaching Centers (ACES Andalucía). European vocational training centers 
participate. https://www.etse-goals.eu/  
- Call for Smart Green projects Organized by Ambientech. The Smart Green Planet 
multimedia itinerary is an interactive compilation of all the environmental solutions presented 
by schools in Spain and Latin America in the collaborative school project The Smart Green 
Planet: The Path to Sustainable Development. Vocational training centers are welcome to 
apply. 
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