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Vocational training in Greece 

Greece has made progress toward implementing the UN's Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) while working to strengthen its vocational education and training (VET) 
system. However, significant challenges remain, particularly in aligning vocational 
training with SDG targets and labor market needs. 

SDG Implementation Status 

Greece has shown notable advancement in several SDG areas, such as the renewable 
energy adoption (SDG 7), the marine protection initiatives (SDG 14) and the healthcare 
access improvements (SDG 3) goal. Several investments in green energy and renewables 
have been implemented, and the transition to an emissions free economy is the new 
reality. Despite the progress in some areas, due to the global and national hyperinflation, 
the unstable geo-political situation in the Southern Mediterranean region and the extreme 
weather conditions faced due to climate change, Greece is facing multiple issues 
regarding the progress in some of the most fundamental SDGs. Namely the country 
continues to face difficulties in: youth unemployment rates (remain higher than EU 
averages), the skills mismatches in the labor market, the economic recovery and 
sustainable growth and the integration of sustainable practices across sectors.  

Vocational Training Landscape 

The Greek VET system operates through several channels: Initial Vocational Training (IEK), 
Vocational Upper Secondary Schools (EPAL), apprenticeship programs and continuing 
vocational training programs. The Greek government has implemented several reforms to 
strengthen vocational training by the modernization of curricula to include digital skills, 
enhanced partnerships with industry, introduction of dual learning systems and greater 
emphasis on work-based learning 

Integration with SDGs 

The vocational training system increasingly incorporates sustainable development 
principles such as training programs on green skills and renewable energy (technicians), 
sustainable agriculture practices, waste management, circular economy and many more. 
Although the progress made so far is visible, there are still some challenges that affect the 
overall impact of this integration: first and foremost the lack of awareness amongst the 
majority of people who are in need of these programs. People coming from disadvantaged 
areas and socioeconomic environments, people living in rural areas, years unemployed, 



 

 

people with disabilities etc. often ignore the opportunities that the SDGs education could 
offer them, in terms of gaining knowledge, creating a network, understanding 
sustainability and lastly  engaging with social economy.  

In conclusion, while Greece has made progress in both SDG implementation and 
vocational training reform, significant work remains to fully align these areas and create a 
sustainable, skilled workforce. Success will require continued commitment from 
stakeholders, sustained investment, and strategic planning to overcome existing 
challenges. 
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